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Jonathan Bailey Webster (1799-1870)
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Point Shore was the early Amesbury/Salisbury commercial center, with outside income flowing up
the Merrimack River from regional merchant fleets. The other communities of Amesbury Mills and
Salisbury Mills were located around Powow River falls! where, following the Revolution, available
waterpower flowing downstream became sufficiently valuable that water rights and associated
properties were eventually bid up to prices beyond the reach of local capital. Town promoters were
left to pool their resources for other opportunities.

Jonathan Webster was born at Point Shore to old area families. Relationships included business
enterprises, many joint ventures being simple partnerships of casually mixed resources (the original
Standard Oil was an unincorporated partnership of Rockefeller and Flagler). Larger size, scope. and
stability was achieved with collective community capital through bank lending and/or stock offerings.
Stability was also aided by the collective instrument of insurance against fire and loss. (Another
threat was inflation and recession (panics) cycles, not well dampened until central banking was
introduced in early 20™ century.)

Johnathan B. Webster was a serial promoter of capital formation and commerce.

1) At that time the Powow River was the dividing line between Amesbury and Salisbury
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Family Matters

This story involves a group of Point Shore families. A somewhat isolated group, they had a
fertile economy through building, owning, and captaining of ships, which occurred from
Newburyport up through Salisbury and Amesbury. By mid-19t" century some families had
been in the area for nearly 200 years and many generations, so that people of the same
surname might really be remotely distant cousins several times removed. But even with only
distant family links there would have been deeply-rooted cohesion of community. Family ties
are not assumed in the following to be either drivers or deterrents in interactions described,
but in some instances they easily could have been valued contributors. Eight surnames
frequently encountered herein are:

Bailey Hilton Lowell Morrill
Pettingell Swett Webster Worthen

With Morrill and Swett there were so many individuals, from so many generations, that this
study did not uncover many of the genetic relationships. These stories involve a number of
wives from the Swett family, only two of whom have been specifically connected.

John Webster of Newbury bought most of what is now Point Shore from the Bailey family
(often written Bayley) in 1700, which became known as Webster’'s Point. Most Webster
shipbuilders descended from him. Jonathan Webster’'s grandfather, Rev. Samuel Webster
moved there in about 1750%, although the exact relationship has not been found to the
original John Webster.

As an aside, steam engines are another common thread, being fundamental (but capital-
intensive) to expanding technical capabilities and overall capacity of a shop. Their use
accelerated after 1850 when it was easier to deliver such heavy equipment through the use
of other steam engines, as the Eastern Railroad, Salisbury Branch, began serving the town
in 1848.

1) Researched by Steve Klomps
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Financial and Mechanical Horsepower

Jonathan Webster participated in forming a
bank before reaching the age of 30.
Separately, Amos Pettingell later did heavy
carpentry for building-construction, as well
as sash & door joinery, one example being
the 1880 Biddle & Smart factory soon to be
dismantled at #29 Water Street. His steam
mill off EIm Street was a former steam
machinery factory organized by Jonathan
Webster. The Powow River supplied all
local horsepower until supplemented by
steam engines, and Webster would
naturally have been interested in steam
power to increase business scope and
opportunity. One of his companies held the
last available Powow River water privilege.
Webster’'s companies included:

1828, Amesbury & Salisbury Institution for
Savings (later Provident Bank)

1836, Powow River Bank "B i s :
1836, Salisbury Mills Steam Company 1 i R

1852, Powow River Mills Co. Lt

1857, Salisbury & Amesbury Mutual Fire Steel plate engraving of Jonathan B. Webster from:

History of Essex County Massachusetts Vol II, D.
Hamilton Hurd, J. W. Lewis & Co, Philadelphia, 1888,
following pg. 1530

Insurance Company
1860, Amesbury & Salisbury Gas Company

acm:: Jonathan B. Webster and his Steam Machinery Factory 3
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L oss and Galin

Few children declare that they want to be bankers when they grow up, but they do assimilate
into an environment of commerce and entrepreneurship, such as within family businesses.
Jonathan Webster’'s maternal uncle, Orlando Bailey, was a Point Shore manufacturer, but
Jonathan'’s education may have shifted another direction through tragedy, for both his parents
died when he was around age fourteen. Orlando Bailey’s wife “Betsy” was a Lowell (of Point
Shore boat builders) and a niece of Ezra Worhen, who had left boat building to build textile
carding machines up at the Mills. Jonathan apprenticed to Ezra a few years after Ezra and
Paul Moody had formed the Amesbury Wool and Cotton Co. in 1812 and built the first Powow
River textile mill. Jonathan was at the epicenter of Amesbury’s industrial rise and of the shift
in the local commercial center from Point Shore to the Mills. Not just a migration of people,
entire houses were being moved up to the Mills during the 1820s to satisfy growing demand
as textile milling became the primary economic engine having immense potential. Such
potential for the Mills was new, while the old money was at the Point.

Webster’s life shifted to the Mills, likely into the Worthen household, but at least having vast
exposure to this exceptional home of work, entrepreneurial, and intellectual energy. He would
have overlapped for perhaps a year with Paul Moody (namesake of Moody St. in Waltham)
who was drawn away in 1814 to be chief mechanic at Francis Cabot Lowell's Boston Mfg. Co.
of Waltham as it achieved the initial fulfilment of American industrial textile manufacture. Ezra
Worthen continued with his Amesbury mill until 1822 when he also was drawn away to
become superintendent of the new Boston Mfg. Co. venture in their newly created city of
Lowell, where his youngest child, Mary Moody Worthen, was born. Ezra Worthen died only
two years later, but his family continued to excel. Son, William Ezra, became a nationally
prominent civil engineer under the tutelage of Loammi Baldwin Jr. (known for the Middlesex
canal), while Mary married William H. Appleton, eldest son of and successor to prominent
New York publisher Daniel Appleton. Jonathan Webster came away from the Worthens with a
spirit that placed him among the creators of 19" century Amesbury prosperity.

acm:s Jonathan B. Webster and his Steam Machinery Factory 4
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Banking and Steam Industrialization

Jonathan Webster stayed with the Amesbury
Wool and Cotton Co. until 1827, next becoming
involved in forming the Amesbury & Salisbury
Institution for Savings in 1828, with offices in
the textile mill counting house. President was
Joshua Aubin, Agent of the Amesbury Flannel
Mfg. Company, brickmaker Robert Patten was
Treasurer, and Jonathan B. Webster was
Clerk?,

Webster was also one of the incorporators of
the Powow River Bank in 1836, having
$100,000 capital, along with Seth Clark and
Robert Patten?. He eventually replaced Patten
as president.

The article at right mentions for the same year
of 1836 creation of a steam machine factory.
This was quite likely the earliest steam engine
in town, corresponding to the business entity
belonging to “Jonathan B. Webster and others”
described on the following page. If such a shop
were dependent on a textile related products or
custom order work (for which the main
customers would have been local textile mills)

Tlie Legsiature nréstill engaged pon
banks and reilroads. Nothuing of great k-
‘portance upon these subjects ns a8 yet
lieeit done. ‘I exrtept of course the incar-
poration of the Mills Steam Campuny.

I rejoice to see that my- native villuge 18
.5t ‘wetting upin  the world? Tho new
bank, the new factory, the steafr tnachiné
Faciory, and the new Meeting-house
whicli I perceivs tho Baptists Society are|
about building, at the Mills—nand the cons

mplated steam Factory at the Ferry, will|

siiou]d think, at least double the amoun
{ business i the town. Notlung but o
pirit of enterprise has ever been wanting)
o imake ‘our town' as prosperouns anil
wealthy a businega place as any in tin |
State. 1836-04-08, Morning Courier, Pg. 3

a possible consequence was that such sales
might have dried up during hard times, and
hard times were near.

1) The Essex Memorial, James R. Newhall, Henry Whipple, Salem, 1836, pg. 49

2) History of Amesbury, Joseph Merrill, Haverhill Press, 1880, pg. 351
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1838 Report on Newburyport Area Steam Engines

First entry below is Webster’s Salisbury machine factory, already in business for 2 years

Return of all the steam-engines in use in the distriet of Newburypert, e:frc.'u.u'vc of those used in steumboats and on
railroads ; prepared in pursuance of instructions from the Secretary of the Treasury, {o enable him to comply with
a resolution of the House of Representatives of June 29, 1836.

i F
g ‘ E -
e -1
Place. Namo of mill or man-{ Nameof owners. ‘% | Forwhat purpose used. By whom constructed. g
umtr' ‘?‘ | '5 ‘E
& 8 g =
£ ) g 3
B = =
———
ry - |Salisbury Mills Stcam | Jonathan B. Webster| 7 | Manufacturing machin- | High | May, 1836 Holmes Hinkley & Co. 2 yearn.
Company, and others. ery. s s %i.; 2 D
Haverhill - {J. . Or - Brrdley——1—6— Manuloeturingloste—1High —i§30 Boiler 5y Kean - |3 years.
munul’amri.
Georgetown = | Georgetown hide and | John Kimball & others| 9 | Grinding bark and full- | High | July, 1835 Holmes Hinkley & Co. - |3 years.
g bark steam manuf’y. ing bides.
Newburyport | Bartlets Mill = | William Barlent =| 15 |Spinning and weaving | High | July, 1837} Adams & Howard ={1year.
culton,
Newburyport | Newburyport 8t'm Cot.| Step. W, Manton & | 40 | Manufacturs of cotton | High 1835 Providence Steam-Engine {24 years.
ton Co. others, cloth, a,
Newbury - | Patent conlage manu- Hiéh;ul Wormstead & 6 | Manufacturing cordege | High 1837| Increase Hill, Salem =11 year.
lm- (]
Newburyport | Machine shop « |Edward 8. Lesley -] 6 | Building machinery -| High 1834 Edgely & Riley, .Charles- | 3 years,
. town, Mass. .

It can be seen above that Newburyport had begun assembling its group of steam powered
textile mills. Little is known regarding Webster’s steam machinery factory, here having a 7-HP
engine. The factory appeared in this 1838 report but not in the 1838 Essex County Memorial.
As later described this company soon disappeared, almost certainly because of the Panic of
1837, a substantial economic downturn that precipitated many bankruptcies and largely
eliminated Amesbury & Salisbury shoemaking shops serving the burgeoning Haverhill shoe

industry?!

1) History of Amesbury, Joseph Merrill, Haverhill Press, 1880, pg. 354
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Jonathan Webster’'s Steam Factory Location
George E. Norris 1890 Aerial Map Drawing, Elm St. businesses with Cedar St. in background

Colchester Mill Seth Clark Jr. carriage ~ Webster machine factory, Pettingell
EIm St complex (Drew’s Tire) wood mill, Seth Clark Jr. carriages
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The building group marked #20, in the area of today’s #79 & #85 EIm Street, here belongs to
the Seth Clark Jr. carriage making complex. Allen’s carriage history indicates that the far-right
building with smokestack had formerly been Amos Pettingell's steam-powered wood planing
milll that was destroyed by fire on August 16, 1866. News articles that follow show that
Pettingell re-outfitted that mill from Webster’'s old Steam Machine Factory that Aaron Hilton
then bought in 1851, which the Clarks seemingly acquired after the Pettingell fire.

1) History of Carriage Manufacturing and Auto Body Building, John J. Allen, typescript, 1955, pg. 65
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Early Amesbury Steam Engines

4/30/2021

Five textile mills built between 1837 and 1845 were Newburyport’s first real industry?, differing from Amesbury
woolen mills in that they processed only cotton and were steam powered because there was no local drop in
the river. Steam power was being analyzed during this period for its economic competitiveness, waterpower
not being free, and for how to improve engine efficiency.

The Amesbury Flannel Mfg. Co. was reported in the 1850 Census manufacturing data as having both water
and steam power, but nothing is known of that engine. After a reorganization during the Panic of 1857, the
Salisbury Mills Co. was reported as considering making its coal gas plant available to the public, and ordering
a steam engine from T. Greene of Providence, Rhode Island?. By 1859 they were stated to have three steam
engines to maintain operations during droughtss. T. Greene held patents on more efficient engine valve
systems, and Providence was becoming a major center of steam engine design and construction.

Civil War demand resulted in a new Amesbury
Woolen Mill Co. steam textile mill, built where the
Post Office now resides on Main Street. Shortly
thereafter, the Colchester Mill on EIm St. was built
to use both steam and the small amount of
waterpower available from Back River.

Ultimately, a primary use of early steam engines
was to perform the brute force work of reducing
raw logs to lumber, and then to sized boards and
finished components. General carpentry was a
universal demand, joined in Amesbury by carriage
carpentry. The Locke & Jewell wheel factory had
the first carriage-related engine, while Wm. Biddle
converted Charles Cadieu’s wood mill to carriage
work by about 1872

1) Bartlett Mills 1837, James Steam Mill 1842, Essex Steam Mill
1843, Globe Mill 1845, Ocean Mills 1845

2) Salisbury Mills records from Mass Historical Society, Collection

MS. N-332
3) 1859-05-05, Villager, Pg. 2, C3

Ny
(Sl
>/ N0 R
Year Company Hp /X @/ L
1836 |Salisbury Mills Steam Co. 71X
1850 |Amesbury Flannel Mfg. Co. X
1852 |Enoch W. Gsgood 8 | X
1853 |Robert Morrill —~ 20 X
1856 |AbnerBailey <’/ 20 X
1856 |Amos Pettingell X
1858-9 |Salisbury Mills Co. X
1863 |Amesbury Woolen Mills Co. | 100 X
1866 |Colchester Mill 60 X
1867 |CharlesH. Cadieu ~ X
1867 |Locke & Jewell ) 40 X
1872 |William W. Biddle < X
1872 |Cadieu & Clark X
Red arrows indicate instances in which the same

engine and facility were used by a subsequent firm.

Jonathan B. Webster and his Steam Machinery Factory
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Aaron Hilton, 1851 and "The Old Steam Machine Shop”

The article at right describes Aaron Hilton’s purchase (7> The old steam machine, shop,” situa-
of Webster's former steam machine shop that had |ied near back river; and which has for many
briefly made cotton processing machinery but was |years been unoccupied, has bcen purchased
likely unable to build a stable business before |by Mr, Aaron Hilton of this village. We un-
succumbing to the Panic of 1837. Hilton did produce |derstand thatitis Mr. Hiiton’s intention lo
lard oil there for some time, eventually moving the | convert the same into a Lard Ol Mancfactory.
business out of this building to a property he owned | 't a8 purchased for the suin of $3500.

: - This building, several ycars age, was built
on Ra|lroe}d avenue by .Back River (see nest page). by s company for 158 inuRclofing ¥ cotton|
His machine shop building then progressed to other

machinery, &c., and during the time of ils

uses. : - i
1850-01-10, Villager, Pg. 5, C5 . operalion lurnedotn some nice ork. Bu

l.— - Rt E —= from some depression of busincss it suspend-

] Furiiture Wdre Room. )

rJ ILE subscriber wouald seapecifutly
. mmfor the citizens of 8.:hihwy
Ameosbuiy ond vicinay, that he has
=% linished lns large und convenient

" VWareflouss jo thaxsar a1 W7 ¢igh ]
in igh Street, where he will kecp

ed operations, The opinion has becn express-
ed that had the manufacturing been carned on
it would 1n the end have proved a most profi-
table investment and been the means of Guld.
ing up this section of the village, by adding a

new branch of business, and employing as it
 constantly on hand, nnd manufacture ¢ nrder, did b A d thurt
eveyy varigty of CAmiNET FURNITURE, 'd between twenly and thirly men.

conatsting of Burravs, Sofus, Chnirs, Bedsteada| Agron Swett Hilton (1819-1885, his mother was
and Fulilys of every desciiption.

Also, Looking Ginsees, Fenthers, and every | EliZabeth Swett) was of a Salisbury Point family
nifier article usually found 'n Furnunre Waie | and trained as a cabinet and furniture maker. His

Rosws, which will be sold ns jow svganbel| home 3nd shop were on Linwood Street, off Market
hooghy elsewherd. ’

Jomming ol every description execulad In Square, the 1854 town map (next page) showing
at o b I - =1 that he owned the warehouse with his father-in-law,

[ ‘Thn subacriber bega Isave to say that i Thomas Morrill. He had the success or connections
as he manufnctures hia own furpiture; o good

stticlu wwy bo depended upon. to access the then substantial sum of $3500. His
AARON S. HILTON parents and family are interred at Salisbury Point

Su!ubu:y Mills, Aprit Gih, 1848. Cemetery, see appendix.
acm:s Jonathan B. Webster and his Steam Machinery Factory 9
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Aaron Hilton on the 1854 Clark Map

Hilton’s home and shop are shown at right (Linwood
St. then called Northern Avenue) in what would now
be the Ristorante Molise parking lot. His plot below
on Railroad Ave. had formerly been a seasonally
swampy source of insects and wild grass. Through
drainage and careful tilling, he built this into a
agricultural plot! from which he sold produce and
exhibited at agricultural fairs. His buildings there
also served to manufacture lard oil and later
children’s shoes, plus house some workers. It has
not been found how Morrills and Swetts in his family
relate to others of that name at Salisbury Point.

1) 1858-07-01, Villager, Pg. 2, C2

Qi
) 5.2} /

GHRAFPE VINES FOR SALE,
1500 Grape Vimes, of the moat lar
and bert varienes, including the Rogers’ Noa,
nhich I will aell at a very low

ril.‘:e‘
AARON S. HILTON.

Ralisbary Mille, April 14, 1870. e o
1870-05-19, Villager, Pg. 3, C6 Pure Wine,

THE PURE JUICE OF THE GRAPE,
For the Stek and the Invalid,

MANLFACTULRED BY

Salisbary Mills, Mass,

raistng
Salisbury Mills, June 11, 1868,

AARON 8S. HILTOIY,

This wine may bo relied upon as a puroc &rii-
cle, a8 it is manufactured fromw grapes ol my own

1868-09-24, Villager, Pg. 4, C4

acm:: Jonathan B. Webster and his Steam Machinery Factory
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Aaron S. Hilton’s Buildings on Railroad Ave., ca. 1880

from stereopticon card found on ebay

Market St. Aaron Hilton’s two Enoch W. Osgood Salisbury Foster Gale

Baptist Church  buildings & orchard agricultural land high school carriage factory,

TN gy U AR T e . Elm & Clark Sts.

’:.j f | | 3 ” s ) oo "

: .. Dodge & Gott
(1876) steam
grist mill

..... Dodge & Gott

coal bunker

e

Railroad tracks to Dodge & Gott

acm:: Jonathan B. Webster and his Steam Machinery Factory 11
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Amesbury Saw & Grain Mill, 1852

An 1887 newspaper contributor recounted! that the textile mill co.
had acquired the old “Saw and Grist Mill property” (his caps) in
years past, and the 1850 manufacturer’s census confirms that the
water-powered Amesbury Saw and Grain Mill Co. performed the two
functions of its name. The business was operated by Philip, Jacob,
and Edward Rowell under the name of P. Rowell & Co., the two
operations occurring in separate wings of a single building located
on the Powow River along Water Street (1831 Amesbury Flannel
Mfg. Co. map below). The business came on the market in the late
1840s, to be acquired in about 1852 by the Powow River Mills Co.?
formed about then with Jonathan Webster as president and with
Philip and Edward Rowell on its board. Notably, the leading asset
listed was water usage rights, waterpower being primary. (Mill #6
below was Ezra Worthen's original textile mill.)

Sawmill ,
Grist Rowell's  Rowell & Osgood’s Osgood’s

mill hatt"shop , co. /house barn

ta

REAL ESTATE.
4 GRAND WATER PRIVILEGE

] FOR SALE +
: —

FAITE §abspribery onkl ipform 1be pullic 1hat 1hey
b L, alier Mo snle Miee ugdividnd guarler potie af G
[ M11.1.5 and \YATER PRIVILEGE, noxww oreopind g
P. inwsLy & Co, egueisclng of one Brich Doilding.
Y5 Moot gqilaae, thtee wfdies hizh, wilh o good Yrenst
wherl i a busdiepd atary, how atcupied i ¢he ihan-
pfucrma of Cuedpeeie Tl Buihline wae erected an
Lihut it eane L erlmaned, and neadir & lirgo Factury ol
volggiredd,  Jo laman sgual pricilese ol watai wih .
Anjealiuey dMunafowiurnp Coxipuny. “

Alta _a QRIS MILL, with 1we 1on of stence, tue |

e
- - -

tlarien ok, 239, Ty T, :
Alsu, n SANW ML) and FULLING MUY, 00 guol
1 nrdet, . S :
Aleg, nar BRICK STORE, 48 by 22 i, withn
Uard in e aecshd mioey —the lowes stiry eacupied an’
nn Eogliste cod Yot 1nelis Gonds siane. i
I A wearrlen Building, 4o slnries ||:||_!'||, 26 by 17 e, .
now e jaed 203 T AW nre * i, .
Alaa, o three story Dl.'relli‘n,!. 1IULEE, 40 It pqulce,
in ool fepute, ‘:_
ST IR v ety i st p o e,z
Waestersy by il Baltbory Mavnluetvnng Co, Laslerly !,
Lt e Amewlioay Mynodestienz Co o Boriherdy Dy ahe J
Ihghoay, nad Boutherdy Wy Pawow Roes. ! 1

- - - -
Titg uliiev i prasenls n rute cluince for Ly ane wizh-

i
A 1
tog-Lacxiey i Tl stnnufetunmg Lusness, =4 1t las un |4

txre’lent Waler proregs. d
["oa s Enerlpn pagncnlprs u|._1||.':|.' la i~ aphtoribern an |

e pr-tiisis, : JACOR ROWILL,
e THILIEP RO E1L,

FIWARDR R.':'.'F‘."-"I.".LI..

Ralielrars Adle, Jon 29, 1544,

L — : T

Essex Transcript January 29, 1846.

1) Amesbury News, August 5, 1887, pg. 3, C2
2) Based on information from the later sale of Powow
River Mills Co., Villager, April 2, 1863, pg. 2

acm:s Jonathan B. Webster and his Steam Machinery Factory 12



4/30/2021

Jonathan B. Webster, President, Powow River Mills
. RAW_ MTERALS ., gupiayegs |NELENTILY g wer
A Wiz STV : jJ_'ﬂBL_'BD ,
CoMPAYY PR (VEIR aue i Kevp | viwe | ‘T {vmel pomid pose i ol cvpiits| s | varue i
L ZFfG‘ i 5 A o gl g foj_rr {2 157 17 ’
H ey b S - Ay | . . IF ~

From the above 1860 Manufacturer’s Census data, the Powow River Mills sole product was
127,000 lbs. of cotton warp from 135,000 Ibs. of raw material, by 678 water-powered spindles,
seemingly sold to the Salisbury Mfg. Company. That latter firm had absorbed the old Amesbury
Flannel Mfg. Co. at about the time that Powow River Mills was formed, whereupon they owned
all other town textile mills. They continued thriving after reorganizing during the Panic of 1857
as the Salisbury Mills Co. and with Civil War demand purchased Powow River Mills in 1863
amid rapid expansion. Having incorporated for $27,900 (above & below middle) Webster’s mills
had paid dividends from the beginning, carried little debt, and sold for $40,000, having paid an
average of 8% dividends for a decade, along with retained profits to distribute to stockholders
upon closing out. Shown above is that 8 male employees were paid far more than were 11
female employees. Seen below right, a perceived symptom of the Civil War in a northern textile

town was “the cotton famine”. 1863-04-02, Villager, Pg. 2

ALE OF MiILL PROPERTY. Wae learn that,
the Powow River Mills has sold out all its

.1854-06-01, Villager, Pg. 3

acm

1853-02-04, Villager, Pg. 2

Drvipenp. The Powow River Mills have
declared = dividend of five dollars per share

for the last six months, payable 141h.inst.

amesbury
carriage
museum

Powow River Mills
EREBY give noticg, that tho amount of nll
nssessments, votcd by them and actynlly
yard 1n, 18 twenty-four thousand seven hundred
dollars. The amount of debts duc from them
on the twentieth instant was two hundred sixty
once dollars und five cents
J B, WERSTER, President
T2 MORRILL, )

1 L. DEARBORY,
P ROWELL, } Dircctors
ET ROWELL, J

Salisbory, Moy 25, .851

proper:y, Including omé cotton factory—with
machinery, three stores on the market, and
one dwelling house, for the sum of $40,000,
to the Salisbury Co.

The latter Compnny now gwns all the water
power on the river fromvythe “Landing” to
Kingston, N. 4., o distance of 10 miles, inclu-
;*]igg a flownge territory, with doma and ponds
| of nearly 4000 acres.

;  The Powow Company has averaged annual
dividends of B per cent for ten years up to the
| time of the cotton famine. 7<

Jonathan B. Webster and his Steam Machinery Factory
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Powow River Mills Expansion to Become Mill 3%

The 1880 picture below shows familiar buildings around Market Square on Main and Water
Streets. Mill 3%2 is composed of a smaller section (which no longer exists) on its left, built by
Powow River Mills in 1859 as described below, and a larger four-story section on its right later
bult by Salisbury Mills Company. The architectural woodwork was produced for Powow River
Mills by Amos Pettingell at his steam wood mill in Jonathan Webster’s old machinery factory.
The remaining later section is somewhat hidden today behind commercial storefronts curving
around onto Water Street. Only the first story of the original brick structure remains, the above
stories having been removed and replaced by several stories of wood-frame construction. The
brick structure actually extends several stories downward in the back, to the river below. Mills 3
and 7 have been reduced in height from their original stature.

Silvaticus
Brewery

Mill 32
—\

i
\
e ,

i 11

> 14:.(‘!}'l

\\.'_.',;.';

.

1 . ‘\-d
Il
i

|

1l lmu !un
nw i,
! uu

m#s

Mill 7

Mill 3, Ben’s
Uniforms
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1859-06-09, Villager, Pa. 2

—— - -

J Powow River Muas, The Powow River
Mills of Sulishury are to extend their opera-
tions by an addition to the present wprks of a
butliing fifty -hve fect 1n length and three sto-
res lngh, making when completed, a buildng
ninety feet long,  The old saw-mill and grist-
mill, lying contizuoua to their present factory,
and owned by them, 18 to be torn down to
imahe room for the new butlding, It is to be
jeomplced by the first of Octuber.  The con.
tract fur the masonry work 1s let out to Mr
| Currier of Newburyport, and fhe wood work
to Amos Pettingell of Salisbury.

This company hus been very auccmaﬁ:l since
its estalilinhment, and for & aumber of years
past hus netted good divaidends to the stock-
holders, and leaving o large surplus profit on
hand for future operations.

X
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Enoch W. Osgood, 1852 Steam Machine Shop R

’2 ¢ Jonathan Webster's maternal uncle, Moses Bailey
2127 (1792-1857), lived on Elm Street where the Gonthier
£ auto repair shop is now located. His neighbor at the
corner of EIm and Ring Streets, Enoch W. Osgood
(1809-1886), was a machinist and his son-in-law,
married to Elizabeth Bailey. In some family-typical
fashion, Moses Bailey had several buildings at the
back of his property, along Back River, including a
steam powered machine shop seemingly for the
benefit of his son-in-law. The business was not
mentioned in the 1850 census manufacturing data, but
steam powered space with at least an 8 HP engine
was advertised for rent in January of 1853 (below left)
and Enoch was working in “Bayley’s steam mill” in
1855 (below right). He was still working there in the
1880s, living with his mother and family and having a
son and a brother-in-law as machinists.

ENOCH W. OSGOOD,

MACHINIST,
At Bayley’s Steam Mill,

Jobs of Iron Work f'aithfu!lly and promptly done
Forging—Turning of Iron and Wood—
Drilling—Filing,—and such other work

as is usually done in a Job shop.
Iron Tepccs of any desired
attetn made to order.
Salisbury Mills, Feb. 8, 1855.

Steam —Power to Let

At Bayley's Bluchine Shaep,
' ITH ample nceor;}nodn:ions for any lef.
Whpcsx requiring motive force from one to
firht horse power-

cs.?ppliﬂﬂtiﬂﬂ can be made to MOSES BAY.
LEY, ar . W OSGOOD, on the premisres. or ut
i this offico, . dec30tf )

1855-09-27, Villager, Pg. 4, C2

1853-01-20, Villager,
Pg. 3,C4
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Enoch W. Osgood and Moses Bailey, 1872 Map e

triangle bounded by Elm Street, Ring Street, and Back River

Enoch W. Osgood WiIIiam Bailey son of Moses Bailey Osgood’s Iand
L a¥ b lq h i 6’ i
t —

Machine Shop Carrlage Shop Hilton’s shoe factory

Enoch Osgood’s house still stands today. Enoch Osgood and Moses Bailey also had
agricultural land on Railroad Avenue adjacent to that of Aaron Hilton, Bailey’s lots being
sold and developed after his 1857 death. Steam power at the machine shop was removed
at some point prior to the mid-1880s.

acm:: Jonathan B. Webster and his Steam Machinery Factory 16
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Enoch W. Osgood Machine Shop, 1885

1885 Sanborn Insurance map, sheet 3

Enoch W. Osgood Enoch W. Osgood Moses Bailey George J. Hunt
house, extant machine shop house carriage shop
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The machine shop was still operating with a 60-foot smokestack but no power, this Sanborn
insurance map showing no boiler or engine (later Sanborn maps show no smokestack).
Adjacent buildings housed carriage maker George J. Hunt, soon to be discussed. Charles W.
Long had left the textile mills to occupy his father’s stables along the railroad tracks with a
successful carriage making business, his larger building today being The Barn restaurant.
Aaron Hilton’s old shoe factory buildings across Back River had become tenements.
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Machine Shops & Carriage Makers, 1880 Aerial Map

Enoch W. Osgood machine shop #24, Jonathan Webster machine shop
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Jacob R. Huntington occupied Webster’s old machine factory around 1854-55 to develop his focused approach
of efficiently producing a limited line of popular carriage styles'. He and E. S. Felch went to Cincinnati, Ohio in
1858, likely sensing better prospects there following the economic downturn of 1857. Huntington returned (Felch
did also) to Amesbury in 1859, soon occupying the Enoch Osgood machine shop? behind the adjacent house of
Osgood’s father-in-law, Moses Bailey. Huntington was there perhaps several years, then moving to a shop on
Rich’s Court (building #23). Two of Moses Bailey’s sons, Charles and Daniel C. Bailey, then built carriages3 in
the Bailey family shop and barn through roughly the 1860s and 1870s.

After Huntington’s 1857 departure, George J. Hunt and Richard F. Briggs occupied Webster’s former machine
shop to start their carriage making careers®. Both succeeded and by the time of this 1880 map, George Hunt
was in building #43, adjacent to Osgood’s machine shop, while R. F. Briggs was in the Colchester Mill (#25) as
well as buildings on Clark’s Pond behind Webster’s machine shop.

1) See pages 25 and 26 of this presentation 3) ibid., pg. 47
2) History of Carriage Manufacturing and Auto Body Building, John J. Allen, typescript, 1955, pg. 117 4) see page 26 of this presentation
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Robert Morrill & Associates’ 1853 Steam Wood Mill

Nexteremise  Morsll & Boyd have an ex-| Robert Morrill was the brother of Salisbury Point
tensive eslablishment at Salisbury. Point for| carriage maker, Edwin Morrill, whose shop was at
manufactuiing doors.blinds and enshes,runming| Laurel Place. Robert Morrell and Newell Boyd (left)
a twenty hotes engine and employing aduzen built a steam carpentry mill across Main St. from
or more men They teceve large orders from Laurel Place by the river (essentially the same
abroad which we doubt not they eaecuie “‘i property) having a 20 HP steam engine. The business
| satisfactonily as could any other similag-extab-| was reported as using patented morticing machinery
hishmeat 1 the slale, : ’( to produce 50 doors per day and was bringing in large
1853-01-13, Villager, Page2, C4 * amounts of lumber from Canada and Michigan?.

An early advert lists only Robert (below left) while the next year (1854) the billing was Morrell &
Thorndike. An 1855 transformation then finds Robert replaced by a Joseph Morrill, with the
original Newell Boyd involved plus Amos Pettingell. It is difficult now to surmise who was involved
as silent partners for how long. These are all Salisbury Point people, the last group seeming to
have had the money and connections to expand their investment into two separate enterprises.

Amos Pettingell added another dimension to the business

| DY ALY
s .

: Dﬂﬂﬁé,‘\%ébﬂm, dynamics of the group. 1) 1853-05-26, Villager, Page2, C2

| DLIND MANUFACTORY,
My Al SALISBURY I'OINT, [
O.n 'l_‘_i[l'". Subs nber s constantly on hand, oy 1855-10-18, Villager, Pg. 3, C3
00_"'_ WA e v 1a_arder, _Duors, & tahg < 1854-04-06, Villager, Pg. 3, C5 NOTIC E
o ll3lnul~lund‘\l\loul-lll;n;:d (;{ any M?.!'a o;‘ qum?‘}t\l ' P \HE Subscribers having Emrchued the

Cdesire ] Albso, wilt muke to duler fiont § ; IIRND ] ;
=y fenees of ang e rn":: l;'h:« ﬁ.l‘r«':l- u;. :h‘-' fxﬂr:: MORRILL & TH RNDIKE 1 Steam ML f'ormerly owned b}' Moaorrill
%4 approved maclanoey for exeontpies an “nra.f LUMBER DEAgE S & Thorndike, are now ready to manufacture
&' the .;l-;;\le cllluc r;pmm !llv is ulmlnl-'n; that —AND— " 10 order, DOORS, SASHES, BLINDS,
=, ¢ fulll all ordars weth as good  satif s S H H
> Fany ot exablchomntof s o e St | | B g el B Ben | | alea rosine and Sywino

ol WOt h as usunl, ' ' g

o I The subserther 1 grateful for past favers, and ees and Moldines of nll fizes ] ' JOSEPH MORRILL,
10 %« wt am-u‘t_lnu o business hopes to mepit the @I: ﬁlso' Planing and Sawing to order. NEWELL BOYD,
; tmtance of public patronnge . MozriLL, ; AMOS PETTENGILL.
™M1 - ROB ':R' " ' ' f thsbm‘ POIO!.
@f Sullugy Point, May -.n,,luog;, AORBILE. W, Tuox_z.\-m'xtt:, J ] Salisbary Puint, July 12, 1855.
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Amos Pettingell & Abner Balley

Multiple name shifts in Robert Morrill's | B Louen
carpentry mill leave uncertainty over who Rt e
all was financially involved. Newell Boyd
and Amos Pettingell may have been
investors all along, a later news article
describing Pettingell as “of the late firm of
Morrill & Co.”. Developments presented
on the second following page suggest the
possibility that Abner Bailey might have
participated.

Regarding family connections, there were
numerous Morrills at the Point, as seen
with the entry here of Joseph Morrill. In ~
John Sarah Abnerl. Hannah
the case of Pettingell, his mother was of Petioges B SALay et

the Swett family, a fist cousin of hers —
being the wife of Abner Bailey (at right
and next page). Pettingell and Abner
Bailey were about the same age even
though they were of different generations.

Horace S Mary Esther
Pettmgell Bayley Bailey
1817-1883 1259-1200 13sg-1837

N—”

acm:: Jonathan B. Webster and his Steam Machinery Factory 20



. 4/30/2021
Abner Lowell Bailey

Abner Bailey’s mother was a Lowell and his = Forman s
father was Orlando S. Bailey, a previously T
mentioned brother of Sally Bailey Webster,
the mother of Jonathan B. Webster. Abner
and Jonathan were thus first cousins, Abner
having a sister named Sally Webster Bailey
after their aunt Sally.

In an entirely different aspect of community
sentiments of the time, Abner had joined with
John G. Whittier in the abolitionist Liberty
Party, being its regional secretary and a
speaker of “much force and directness”. He
was noted as being a mechanic of a “clear,
logical mind, accustomed to dealing with
practical matters in a practical way”. While the
Liberty Party discussed fiscal and other
matters, the abolition of slavery was of “far
more importance”. !

The family of Orlando and Abner Bailey was
also entrepreneurial and inclined toward
industrial-style manufacture. By the mid-
1850s, with Robert Morril’'s wood mill
blossoming on the river, Abner and the group
had an opportunity to expand the use of
several existing industrial sites around town. Abner L. Bailey,

founder of the Merrimac Hat Company

1) The Essex Transcript, September 24, 1846, pg. 2
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Abner Bailey and the 1856 Merrimac Hat Company

Organized hat making had began locally in 1767 with
Moses Chase producing hats of both felt and the tall beaver
style then popular. The business flourished, including wool
hats being exported to the West Indies in what was likely a
cycle of importing rum in return, rum then functioning
somewhat as an area medium of exchange. Chase’s hat
business was later assumed by Orlando S. Bailey, Jonathan
Webster’s uncle. The trade remained near the river for an
ample water supply that was central to felting and hat-
making processes.

Orlando’s son, Abner Lowell Bailey, started independently
making hats in 1846 in partnership with his brother-in-law,
William Swett2. They equipped a cooper’s shop with needed
gear and, while Swett exited the venture, Bailey expanded
in 1851 to a second location up near the current hat factory.
The 1850 manufacturers’ census listed Abner’s shop as an
unpowered but successful business with six employees
making 15,000 hats annually, built on a $2000 investment.

Abner merged in 1856 with Pettingell, Joseph Morrill, and
Newell Boyd to create a new hat factory from their steam
powered carpentry mill. Joseph Morrill was President and
Pettingell was a Director, with a total of seven others of the
Morrill family involved. Pettingell then relocated to a new
steam powered wood shop up at Salisbury Mills.

1) Making Headlines, published by Merrimac Hat Corporation, 1944

2) ibid.

amesbury
a‘ I I Icarriage
museum

—
e ——ry—— ey S —

“Merrimag Iat Company.”

THE ?{eﬂlilnnt, Dircctors and Tn:-nmfmr of
the “ Merrunac Hat Company,” a Lorpor-
ation formed and esinblishod under the sauthority ;
of tho Aot of 1851, Chapt 133, nad the said;
ofticors having been chosen agrecably to tho pro-
visiong of the 3% and 44th Chapts of the Ro.
vised Stututes, herehy cortify thnt theiv corpor.
ate name g the “ Merrimae 1lng Company "=
‘I'he objoct for wheeh adid2Corporation is fornal,
1 fur tho moanafuctnre of Wool Hlara The am’y !
of Capltel S1ock 1y 13000 ddlaws . the smount,
w toRlly prid i oas 90475 dollers The pur vulul:-l
of the sharts s Wit dollors

Numes of stock holders, Reridence, No shares
Alner I, Builey, Aweslha=y, 445

Joseph Mornll, Sah-lany, on
Damiel Webser, dd c
Newoll Bogd, do h
Henry Kingsbary, do ]
Muses Marril), do H
Amos Putuggell, do 10
ticorge Mornll, do 5
Jumes L. Mornidl, ilo 5
Moscs Mocrill il o &
{icorge Mornll, h
‘Timunliy 1. Osgood, d9 1
Ruby Moernil, o i
Joseph Younge, do )
Kaen C Mornll, o g -

Duted at Salishuer, this 22md day of Jaly, A
13 1556  JUSECI MORRILL, Presulnt.
AUNER L BAILEY, “I'reusurer
.{ush‘.l;ﬂ l:m:lmrl']fi \
JAMIEL WENSTER,
ABNERD, BAILEY, [ Directors,
AMUB PLT TINGELL,

Covuoxweal T or Massarul SETTR,
Exsnx px Sarmp wy, Julyzul, 1-50
by pibed and swarn belore mo,
ALOR O W LEBSTI'RL
jy21—Iw Ju=nwre ol the Vence

1856-07-31, Villager, Pg. 3
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The Powered Factory of the Merrimac Hat Company
former wood mill of Robert Morrill & Co. at Laurel Place on the Merrimack River
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Meanwhile
Jonathan Webster’s 1855 Mutual Fire Insurance Co.

1855 was a busy year for Webster, as a new building was constructed at the
corner of Market Street to house both his Powow River Bank and Institute for
Savings, and the Salisbury and Amesbury Mutual Fire Insurance Co. was
organized with him as a director. Given the frequency of fires and the then
limited means of fighting them, insurance would seemingly have been a
valuable asset, but many businesses seem to have been notably under-insured
according to period newspaper accounts of fires in town.

1) Chronological Record of Amesbury, Emily B. Smith, 1901, pg. 24

S&A M.FI (o, The annual muel.ing Salisbury and Amesbury i |
of the Suhsbury and Amédshury Mutual Fwe tual Fire insuranee (o.
[nsurance Company was held at the rooms of " kl)msoro\;s & %
the Savmgs htitution of this village, on | omae ﬂm:ﬁ" ' D' L Dearbor,
Mnnday 1ast  The old List of officers were re- }Vulr; Jw l’»&:ﬁman. g Sc:gmém, ,

) Q A
eleeted without a dissenting vote  The fourth Robert Fowler, Joshua cu{%,, -
annual report of the directors of the company 14 & Ulwrk, Cyrus Dearbora, Jr,

I gz Fh»s Gompany continues to insare

for thn year ending June Gth, 1839, shows the srainst 1oss or damayge by Fire, on Dwelling

[\

total amount at risk to be $163.169; premum o Honses, dtores, Furniture and other propersy v

[ R10.824 81 ¢ casl o ‘renlor pereonat, 10 any amount not exceeding

notes outstanding, K10, ; cash premi- O S3U0UV OV on nny one 1ivk, an the mutual prine o

ums reeeived, $1179 90 ; number of palicies 'S ¢1plv, for the term of seven yenrs =2

S, . > Appuication for insurance may be mado tol=

outatanding, 21a. The companv 18 makmng o wmy vt the Directors, or authorized agents, °’u>5

{aure and steady ress, and since 128 o g ottheuthee of W L HBinacy, Amesbury Mills{c

‘ ¥ progress, L = PHOMAS J CLARK, President. |2

1zation has met with hut one loss of $73. 3 WM C HBINNEY Secrearg iy

. —— - < Salistary & Awmesbury Milis, June 26, 1857, §
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New Life in Webster’s Old Steam Factory

Busitigss—anp THEe Oip StEam MacHiNe
Sxor. We are glad 1o learn that theie 18 a
piospect al lasi, of this establishment, which
has lain s0 long dormant, being 1utned 1o soeme
purpose, and that no less than making s lo
calily the scene of busy acuvity.

Some eighleen years ago this mlmhl:u:lmwrntl

was ereoled [or Ihe purpese of manufactunng
machinery, al a cost of $30 000, and was al
one period n full and successful operanon,
empluying in the different departments about
savenly wotkmen, From some cavse orother,
business was entirely suspended, and a great
part of the machinery suffered to go 1o rnin,
and finally the buildings were svld 1o M.
Aaron Hilton, for the sum ol $3500, Mr. H.
‘| fined vp 1he same for the manufaciure of lard
oil, which he engaged in jast so long as the
bu:iness was one of profit. Bul owing 10 the
high price which lard atppined, and conse.
quently the small margin left for profi1, be has
been obliged to relinquish for a time, the
| manufacture of oil.

In the meantime, Mr, J. R. Homington, a

[ young man of this vilfage, Tras Teased a por |

lion of the buildings, where he manufactures

carniazes of all descriptions, {rom a one horse

**jumper,’ 10 a hand=ome two horse carryall,
On the first fluor is the blacksmih shop,

where all the iron work for his carriagos 18

{ shop, has recenily been leased by sir. Amos

—

- At all evenls, whatever of encouragement is

done ; on the aecond floor 18 the wood workers
or body makers, painters and trimmers. He

1856-09-18, Villager, Pg. 2, Hilton, with J. R. Huntington and Amos Pettingell (late of Morrill & Co.)

employs s1x hands in all, and informs us that |
~ince the commencemen! of his business he
has manufactured and sold one hundred ve-
hicles., He occasionally receives orders from
abroad for carnages, bul the moet of the sales
are made by him, and in every insiance he
has received cash for them.

May ihe gopd success tbat has thos far at—
tended his labors, continue to ailend him until
he shall be enabled to enlarge his business,
and thus while increasing hie own gains, ajd
the prospenity of ths village, by building upa
mechanical branch, whioh only ngeds indus-
try, tact and perseverance, lo become fully
established.

In this connection_ too, we would mention
that wbat was foimerly 1be blacksmith shop
and boiler hoose connecied with the machine

Pettengill, of the late firm of Morrill & Co,,
for a term of five yearss , A new boiler and
engine is to be put up by Mr. Pettengill, and
the machinery necessary to carty on the man-
ufactore of doors, sashes and blinds, will be
added, such aa planing mill, morticing ma-
chine, circhlar saws, &c. We have no douvhn
but what this will prove a profitable bosiness

necessary 1o forward the enterprise should- not
be withheld, and we hope tbat plenty of work
in his line may add new life and acuvny,
where once was the most aliractive business
spot in our village, but over which for sc long
a period has reigned the atillnees of death.

Jonathan B. Webster and his Steam Machinery Factory
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Continued Use of Webster’'s Old Steam Mill

1859-01-13, Villager, Page 2

" Locat Bursinrss, IWe take pleasure in
noticing the introduction mto this town of any
new buwuness, or the enlargement of any bhua,
neas already carried on. It was supposed that
when Mr. Huntington gave up the carnage
husiness here and maved to Cincinnati, thas
branch would be discontinued. Such, however,
is not the case, and n place of “ope firm there
15 now two engaged in thas business,  Messrs
Hunt & Buggs have recently commenced the
carriage business at the okl Steam Mills and
intend manufacturing a considerable number

the ensuing secason. « Mr. Wm Hume has,
also, leased part of 2 building on Elm  street
and 19 now engaged in the same trade, em-
ploying several hands in cach department.

Mr  Aaron Ihlton commenced the manu.-

facturmng of children's shoes exclumvely, some
-ume sinee, which he has found profitable, and

keepa eight or ten handr to work.

At the steam planing mudl of Mr. Amor
Pettengall business continues  prosperous, and
he has just comipleted a large n'?t:re house for
lumber.

Even for John J. Allen, who was married into and had lived through much of Amesbury’s
carriage history, some of these early details were simply lost in time. His extensive carriage
history does not mention that J. R. Huntington had worked in Webster’s old steam factory, nor
that the above carriage making activity was carried on there at all. Hunt and Briggs are
casually mentioned above only by their last names, certainly being the familiar George J. Hunt
and Richard F. Briggs. Allen describes Briggs as starting carriage making in 1866 at his long
standing #99 Friend street location, after returning from the Civil War?!. Allen states that George
Hunt began carriage making in Moses Bailey’s buildings in 1876. (Bailey’s buildings were later
consolidated into Charles W. Long’s adjacent carriage complex.) The above article clearly

states that Hunt and Briggs were practicing carriage making prior to the Civil War.

1) History of Carriage Manufacturing and Auto Body Building, John J. Allen, typescript, 1955, pg. 13

2) ibid., pg. 131

amesbury
a‘ I I Icarriage
museum
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Amos Pettingell 1817-1883, 1856 Steam Carpentry Mill

——— e w —wy w——

" Fme. Th? roof of the “old machine shop”| % N Wanted, .
—now occupied by Mr Joseph Morrill, box| § S BY the subseriber. 50,000 feet of Dnr
manufacturer, and by G. Hunt & Briggs, car- < g TR PIN &13 BOARAIJ?{SU? Fff"f-" é‘oér‘goora,
@ L] L]
;ii‘;f amc:::::ctu:::k a;i :Mi; Hﬂto?.:hoe 8 S| 2o Steam Mili, Salisbury Mils.
— n the roof hy a|> T T T Doors—
spark from the chimney of Mr. Amos Petten.| & Sl ' DOO s f@l“;ﬂﬁlﬁr-\_ - I
ell's steam factor Mond s 3 I ous sizey fﬁ?‘ﬂ‘b‘
B ¥, on Monday noon last.—| 3 Q cheap for cash,-
The fire was promptly extinguished before{ S % - AMOS PETTINGELL, .=l
muoh damage was done. 3 T --J‘;fw! T

The newspaper article above describes the afore- S
mentioned group operating in Webster’'s “old machine SIEAM HILL

shop”, Amos Pettingell having ignited the building roof. ]_‘ILE’;‘;:%:":;? nrgg:red te attend te all
Accompanying adverts indicate the business of 'l'UmEuNu and wa,
Pettingell’s new steam wood mill, previously described as p Iﬁ‘;f l:‘;fg‘onrﬁ:lsm“s sad 3“"‘0
burning for a final time in 1866. Amos had been AMOS PETTINJELL, ™}
associated with a Joseph Morrill at the Salisbury Point sp? Stzam Mill, s‘““"“"“f‘“'
steam wood mill, who then became President of the CARRIAGE BOWS i
Merrimac Hat Co. (It is unclear if that was the same OF all descriptions on hand and made to
Joseph Morrill as mentioned in the above article.)). ~ ]wan :;‘i,i';,bcﬁ;’;"“ﬁ:c,“:::;,‘g‘:;:':;;:,:"‘ do
Amos’s son, Charles Franklin Pettingell, began on his Mv8 FETTINGELL,
own around 1870 in the basement of ?he Loclge & Jewell *p? Steam Mill, Sallsbary Mils
steam wheel factory on Mechanics Row, developing a
line of carriage woodworking machinery. In 1881 he
combined with a brother in a new factory adjacent to
Locke & Jewell! to become a successful machinery
maker to American carriage manufacturers.

1) From Hub magazine, 1881, quoted in History of Amesbury Carriage
Makers, Royal Feltner, self-published, Amesbury, MA

1859-04-07, Villager, pg. 3

ETEAM MILL.,
THE subscriber is prepared to attend to all
descriptions of
TURHING and JIG-SAWING.
|  Also,STAIR BANISTERS snd FRAMING .
PINS made to order.
AMOS PETTINGELL,
ap? Stzam Mill, Salbsbury Mills. |

-

1859-09-08, Villager, pg. 4
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Webster's Amesbury & Salisbury Gas Company, 1860

Prior to the 1848 railroad branch, town wharfs | >

. ) GIVEN tim
at the bottom of Mill St. were the primary | OTICE IS ‘HEREB’Erde far tho——::;:;r‘

access for the textile mills receiving raw wool | pose of purchasing or making and selling Gas
and cotton, and for shipping finished fabric. |for light in the towns of Amesbary and Salis.

bury. The capital stock of the corporation to
Amesbury  Flannel Mfg. Co. consequently ber ve tbonunlzl dollars, divided in?o one han.

bought a portion of the Mill St. wharf in 1824, |dred shares at fifty dollars per share. The
just below their mill. Salisbury Mfg. Co. (the |mname of the corporation to be the Amesbary;
textile mills) purchased the complete wharf in | Y#d Salisbury Gas Compaiiy.

. We hereby certify that an assessment of
18552 where they could receive coal for a coal- | ywelve dollars and fifty cents per share, amount.

gasification plant just across lower Mill Street, ing to twelve bundred and fifty dollars, has
see news item below. The Company had been laid by thﬂ Direcmrn on all th& shares in

considered making gas commercially available said corporation, and that amount ctuaily paid

_ in. TIIOMAS J. CLARK, President.
to the towns3, for which Webster was among a WM. C. BINNEY, Treasurer,
group that created the Amesbury and Salisbury | J. B. Weasireg, .

' J. R. CuxswzLr,
1) Hist f Amesbury, J h Merrill, 1880, pg. 339 . .
2) Cﬁrggﬁl?)gicrgle;eléz)yrd gfsifnesbeJ:;/, Emily Ig.gSmith, 1901, pg. 23 , ommﬂﬂwealt}l Of Ma&aacﬁmem‘
3) Salisbury Mills records from Mass Historical Society, Collection ' ESSEX"_ 88., Aug. 2d, 1860,
Ms. N-932 ,| Then personally apgeued the above named
_ | Thomas J. Clark, J. B. Webster, Wiliiams Al
1858-09-09, Villager, Pg. 2 | lem, Wm. C. Binney and J. R. Cheswell, l.'l!tLI
7= The cotion mill in this village is tobe f subscribed and made oath to the trath of the
lighted:-with gas, and ‘workmen sie row f',‘l’i'““ certificats, before me, i
% iprare . ; 5 GEORGE TURNER,
engagiéd ‘in laying pipes from the, S M Co's ] a9 Justice of the Peace.
worke to that mill. ﬁ?’: A

1860-08-23, Villager, Pg. 3
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Jonathan B. Webster House

Jonathan Webster’s house left of the
Congregational church on Main
Street, with a 2% story carriage barn
in the rear. Jonathan and/or his
widow lived there 55 years or more,
from about 1850 until his widow’s
death in 1904,

The elaborate picket fence had
curved corners that presented a
graceful look to the property. This
photo is most likely after his 1870
death. The large back extension
would have existed on the house at
this time, but the wrap-around sun
porches have not yet been added.

Webster's sole surviving child,
Abigail Marie Webster, married
dentist Dr. Arthur T. Brown shortly
after Jonathon died. They remained
in the house, with his dental practice
there, until her 1913 death. Dr.
Brown had preceded her the
previous year

amesbury

VV‘Y'YV\I‘IV\VYVV Al

j “Ll‘lL!“t &L;L,\l,“.

From stereopticon card ca. 1880 found on ebay
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Jonathan B. Webster Portrait by Samuel Rowell

PORTR.ITS

The finc portraits of Mr, and
Mrs, Jonathan B, liebster and the
frames have beoen cleaned and
restored and are now hanging op=~
posite thos fireplace in the large
room of the parish house, which
was formerly the home of the
Websters, Jonathan Bayley Webster
was born in 1799 and died in 1870,
‘He was the great grandson of Rev,
‘Dr, Samuel Webster, pastor at
Rocky Hill Meeting House from
1741 to 1796, Jonathan married
sblgail R, Ballard of Lancaster,
Mass, 1n 1837. ~ablgail outlived
her husband thirty-four years, :
In her will she left $1,000 to
our Church, The interest from o .

- fund known as the Jonathan B, -

_liebster Fund, a g£ift to the First
Congregational Church and Society

- of Salisbury and .mesbury, dated
1871, has made possible the pur-
chase of library books,

¢ Mrs, Brown, wife of Dr, Brown,
~a dentlist who lived and practiced
in the lWiebster house, was a daugh-
_ter of Jonathan and wbigail,

The portraits were palnted in
1840 by Samuel Howell, a local
artist and carriage'builder. Lt
appears that Mr, hRowell prcferred
portrait painting to carriage
building and for a time he maln-
‘tained a studio in town., The
restoration of the portraits and
Frame¢s was donc by Mrs, Marguerite

_ Blanchard as a gift to the church.

amesbury
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Jonathan B. Webster Family Plot at Union Cemetery
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After losing his parents at about age fourteen, Jonathan visited his own plot, above, numerous
times during his remaining life. He buried his first wife here in 1834, after fourteen years of
marriage, and their son, William, when William was age forty (d. 1861). In between, his second
wife died almost exactly a year after they were married (d. 1836), plus two additional sons by
his third wife (d. 1848 & 1853). His single surviving child, Abigail Marie Webster, was interred

here in 1913, joining her late husband, Dr. Arthur T. Brown, who had been buried here in 1912,
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(Jonathan) Webster Building, 61 Main Street Amesbury
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This was built around 1873 on the site of a previous building owned by a Mrs. French. The
land and building were purchased ca. 1871 by a Mrs. Mary Young, nee Mudge, with some
undetermined involvement by Dr. Arthur T. Brown, recent husband of Abigail M. Webster.

Arthur Brown then purchased the property in 1875, the building having seemingly been

named for his father-in-law, Jonathan B. Webster. Researched and photographed by Steve Klomps
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Appendix
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This map is sufficiently detailed that it can be enlarged. Nearly all families and many individuals discussed are
represented. The “Swett” name is misspelled “Sweet”. Newell Boyd lives just right of the Congregational Church.
A Pettingell lives on Rocky Hill Rd. at upper right. Four hat factory locations are: Washington at far left,
Washington St. near Main St., Main St. at now Larry’s Marina, and Main St. on the river opposite Laurel Place.
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Jonathan B. Webster

from D. Hamilton Hurd’'s 1888 History of Essex County Vol. I, pg.1531

Jonathan B. Webster, who was for many years a
prominent citizen of Amesbury, died of pneumonia,
February 17, 1870. He was an active and successful
man, shrewd in business, of marked integrity and
alwaya held in high estimation by all his numerous
acquaintances. Starting on the common level with
his fellows, he maintained a steady, persistent course
of life, until he became one of the wealthiest men in
the community. He took no great interest in public
affairs, but bestowed hia greateat attention on the fi-
nancial interests of Amesbury, which owes much of
ite proaperity to his efforts,

Mr. Webster was bora at Amesbary Ferry Febru-
ary 28, 1799. When about fourteen years of age he
came to the Mille, and worked as an apprentice with
Ezra Worthen, the first manufacturer of woolen
goods in this place. Hecontinued with Mr. Worthen
until 1827, when he contracted with the Salisbury
Mills to finish their goods, occupving that position
until 1846, when he succeeded Mr. Nathaniel White
89 cashier of the Powow River Bank, which office he
filled until May, 1858, when he was elected president,
that office having been rendered vacant by the death
of Robert Patten.

Mr. Webster was one of the principal men in es-
tablishing the bank, and was one of its directors
from the time of its establishment, in May, 1336,
Notes — Marry Morrill died in January of 1834 (not 1833)

until his death. He wns also one of the prime mov-
ers in the organization of the Savings Bank, having
been ils treasurer for twenly years and vice-presi-
dent for twelve years, He also suiggested the forma-
tion of the Amesbury and Salisbury Mutual Fire In-
surance Company in this town, and through his ef-
forts this institution was incorporated.

Jonalhkan B. was the oldest in a family of five
children, and was born at Amesbury Ferry February
23, 1799, His mother's name was Sarah (Bailey)
Webster., He married, for his first wife, Mary Mor-
1ill, by whom he had one child,—William B. Mary
Morrill died in 1833, The son, William B,, married
Julia Collins, of New York (no children). Willium
B. died November 6, 1861.

Jonathan B. married, for his second wife, Laura
Linscott, who died shortly after marriage. For his
third wife, he married Abby R. Bailerd, daughter of
Henry and Abigail (Richardson) Ballard, She was
born in Brattleboro', Vt., November 2, 1818. They
had three children, viz.: Abby M., born March 30,
1839 ; Stephen H., born March 5, 1843, and died
Beptember 5, 1848; Stephen H. {(again) born July 3,
1849, and died August 25, 1853,

Abby M. married Dr. Arthur T. Brown, a native
of Kingston, N. H., and who has been for twenty
years a dentist of Amesbury, Mass,

Julia Collins, wife of Webster’s first son, William B. Webster, was from Chicago (not New York)
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Jonathan Webster Family

Abigail R
Ballard
1818-1904

Abigail M

Brown Webster
1835-1912 1839-1913

acm:z
carriage
museum

Laura
Linscott

1813-1836

Stephen H.
Webster

1843-1848

Marriages:
Mary Morrill

—— JonathanB

Webster
1799-1870

Stephen H.
Webster
1849-1853

July 2, 1820
Laura Linscott March 21, 1835
Abigail Ballard October 25, 1837

Mary
Morrill
1803-1834

William B.
Webster
1821-1861

Jonathan B. Webster and his Steam Machinery Factory
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Ordered by Congress for review of explosions and history of risk to life and property
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1838 Report on Steam Engine in America

s ' Dzcrynrx 13, 1833, . ;
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.Tu.un'.r Dzranrurxs, Deceuber 12, lﬂlﬂ.

~ Sllr Tha Hﬂ-l.u:r'u-l' Reprosentatives, on Lhe $5th of Ju.nl taxl, Iduptnd.
2 feselation in 1he (ollowiug words:

© Rerofved, That the Secrolary of the m:mwbnrqmmihmﬂm
and report to Congress, o nlhaugstdlyﬂf the next session, all tha infoy.
malion that can be cbtrined as taihe wue of © mumth:ﬂnnad
ﬁ:-h,udthenm:lmumdlamafh&nrpmpt hﬂmﬂﬂ
theit 1ied 5 nndespemﬂﬂhnhummmdnmﬂ
1, The whola umbmnmiqu jn the Umuﬂ Et.:lu:: whern'

u&brrhum they wera whara they am ttsed ; how loog
they hare boen Used s ﬂmumdpqurrmpwer.rupumrdnmdrhpur-
p:nuuru.ﬂtuihmh- Ii hether high of low pressure,

o Y ‘lrpﬁnnmnruliﬂd;ﬂ#mwhkh have bhappenied to soch en-
=inegs when and where ; with um:nr&fthemmnmﬁng
L 2ine 03 can ba eollect ted.-
!.Tuﬂm:jfuusm?mbemmmdﬂfm&uﬂmmw
Mh“rdml:u:.
Lmuuﬂl.&wpm&m.mmjwumwpﬂpﬂ*hwhkh
’l"-hﬂ-.nﬂ-u.p‘nn.
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The Powow River (National) Bank - 1

The Villager, pg. 2, 9/28/1865

" THE VILLAGER.

‘I'H'UBBDAY SEPT. 28th, 1865. ‘

inow Riveg Banx. Ith npmﬂly fit-
tiog that wore than a passing notics be given
to the lastitution bearing the simple name of
“Powew River Bitk,” which {or a period of
‘twenty-pins years bas beso the place where

-0or merochsnts and manufecturess hiave dond |,

their banking business. This bank, like the
river bearing the same name, that rans guisily
through the village, bas been n source of pow.
<oz in the commubity, adding to the woslth

and busineas capaéity of tbe sillage, uadl it |

bas acquired & name ot home sod sbroad,
rranking it ss ons of the best mapaged losti-
tutions in the State. A« goeod s Powow
River Bank” was held as a sufficient “backec”
for any wea'e hanor, and sucsh sa endoras-
ment of & person’s note would gain bim wo-
commodstion among the most distinguished
-of moneyed men. But Powow River Bank,
“Ns o Stats institation, bhes alresdy oeassd to
' axiat in neme, and hereafter its bills will bie
insusd under the broader title of "Powow

River Nationsl Bank.” Its sontrol by the

Siate has cenzed, and it now acoounts 40 the

-pational authority for (s existenos.

Theactef insogporstion of the bank wae
sgranted March 30th, 1836, when Edward Ev-
srovt-wargovernor of the Siste, slthough two

years previously efforts had been made to se-
-oure & bank-chartez, bat whith wers not sue-
gegeful for the reason.of an opposition against
an increase of banking -capital. The pames
of -Both Clark, Robert Patten snd Jonsthan
Webster, appear fleat on the putition for Its
«chartey. Ity capitsl stock of $100,000,was
rsubscribed sid ol paid 4ndn ninety days. Ita
first disoounts were made Bept, 1ut, 1836,
The Arnt mysting of the stockholdere was held
May A2, wben_ the [ollowivg . haard of di-
rettors wasn ¢hosan: Bath Clark, Jossthan
B. Wabster, Robers Cross, David L. Dear-
shorn, Paiten Sasgent, William. _M.. Colby,
Thomea J, Clark, Robert Pritea and Samuel

Waelton., Ata meeting of the directors, Seth |:

‘Clark was thoaen president, sud Nathaniel
White cashisr. In t\be choice of & presideat
Abe bank was very fortunste, for no one gave
-more olovd aliention to the duties of bis af-

ifice, or more carsfully gwarded the intereats |

of vhe bapnk. 'Upos the daath of Mr, Clark,

Robert Patten was chosen president, and he {
aieo held the offiee until hissemoval by dﬁ&h.‘ .

Auvgust 16th, 1847, Mr. White resigned lba]

Jonathan B. Webster and his Steam Machinery Factory
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The Powow River (National) Bank - 2
The Villager, pg. 2, 9/28/1865

offics-af cashierand Jooathan B. Webater
was eleoted to £ his place. Mr. Webster’
bad long been identified with the intereste of
the bank, was oae of ite first projeators, and

The firat year wee quite & successfal one to !
the stoskholders, for & dividend of seven per
oont. was Lthe rosult of its business,

‘had beor one of the leading men in the board Up to April, 1861, it bad paid out in divi-
of direotors, sod his thoraugh acquaintances. *dends the rousd sum of $179,000, or an av-
with ite business rendered him a very valus-, arage yaarly dividend of 7 1540 per cent,
-ble man far the office. Ho served in thia ou- ! -and its average dividends op to the present
.pacity for s patiod of ten years, when, detie- time, & period of 29 years, amount to 8 per
o Coma T U O pre e AT aent. Thus, in apite of lossas insident. 1o sl
awhich offica £e-.now holds. Gaorge F. Bag-j b‘nk': sod sl h?'“““: it has psid » band-
1oy, employed Tor & torm of years sa clerk, | some interest to its stockholders, and bas now
succeedsd to the office of cashier, and now -a surplus of $14,243.79, '
holds that pesition, for whioh he is emiinently The great want of tha hank now is more |
fitted. The mockbolders could not entrust capital. Biooeits incorporation the business |
their money and bueiness 10 wore honest and interests of this vicinity have more then
conscientious hands. i tripled, and it finds itaslf wnable o apvommo-
There have heen three presidestsand three. .date sll who aeek accommodation at ite coun-

cashidrs of the babk, and thres of the first
direoctors ohosen, vis-: Jonathan B. Webster,
Thomas J. Clark and David L. Dearbora, con-
tinne to servs in that capacity,

ter. It hes made s strong claim to ssoure
#bis result, but the Coraptroller of the Treas-
ary Deperimeit has reached the limit allowed |

A wn'hlmbh pﬂrﬁﬂn af the b‘lllﬂlll of !b’ congtul. .nd unu‘ thlt h’ﬂd’ 'hl" ado ﬂ‘
the baok is with neighboring towns i New to enlarge the basking capital of the pation,’
Hampshire, end as’s large smount of stook ! it will be obliged 1o do bumnons oo its present
is pwned in that State, acoordingly, in 1836, capital stock,

by vote of the bank, **“Moses Eston, Jr., of
Bouth-Hampton, was invited to ect with the
-board -of directors in managiug the sffaira of
‘the bsok.™
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Robert Patten — Beyond Brickmaking

from D. Hamilton Hurd’s 1888 History of Essex County Vol. Il, pg.1531

ROBERT PATTEN,

Btephen Patten, the grandfather of Rober!, was
born June 19, 1707, aad his fathor, Willis, December
11, 1738, and died SBeptember 12, 1816. The occupa-
tion of Willia Patten, was that of cooper, brickmaker
and farmer. Hemarried Hannah Sargent, and had
pine children, viz.: Stephen, Jonathan, Willis,
Moses, Amos, Robert, Haunah, Unis and Thomas.

Robert, whose portrait is here ahown, was born
at Bouth Amesbury, October 28, 1776, when the
great struggle of indepenlence was progressing.
About 1807 he bought the John Hoyt, Sr.,, home-
stead of one of his descendants and moved to the
Mills, where he spent the remainder of his life. He
was president of the Powow River Bank from 1850
until his death, February 27, 1858, and was the first
tressurer of the Savings Bank, which office ha held
for several years. He was frequently called iato
town business, holdiug the office of selectman nine
years, and was three times elected representative to
the QGoneral Court. In 1841 he was elected county
commissioner for three years, and served the towa in
various capacities daring his life, His principal
business was furming and brick-making, which he
pursued for more than half 8 century. For many
yoars he furnished all supplies in that line, there
being po other brick-yard in this section of the towa.
No doubt it is the oldest brick-yard in town,and was

% 4 m first used by Johu Hoyt, Sr., and, in fuct, the remains
2 A of an ancient yard were to be seen when Robert
£ o : Patten moved there, so ancient thet the oldest in-

habitaats knew nothing about it.
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Abner Lowell Bayley Family Plot at Union Cemetery

Spellings “Bayley” and “Bailey” were
used interchangeably, both inside
and outside the family. Newspaper
articles somewhat consistently used
“‘Bailey”, even during Abner’s
lifetime, when discussing him or

&, dicdNar. 13,

B )

B = other family members. Abner’s grave

makes clear that Abner preferred
Bayley.

While about 15 years younger than
his cousin, Jonathan B. Webster,
Abner died only about seven months
after Jonathan, both in 1870 and
both interred at Union Cemetery.
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Aaron Swett Hilton Family Plot at Salisbury Point

Aaron Hilton’s parents and family are interred in a family plot at Salisbury Point

with several other Hiltons in individual nearby graves.

Cemetery,
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1850 — Amesbury Saw & Grain Co. 4/30/2021

plus and Robert Patten, and steam power at Amesbury Flannel Mfg. Co.
1850 Census Manufacturer’s Data, transcribed by Courtney MacLachlan
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Jonathan Webster House today on Main Street
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