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The Catalogue
This was a postcard-sized booklet inexpensively published on newsprint, with a heavier brownish
paper cover, stapled into a folded catalogue that opened out to about six inches wide. There were
still operating in 1910 about ten Amesbury carriage companies plus some support businesses. The
catalogue appears to comprise illustrations gathered over the years, drawn by several artists
having slightly different styles. Such stock illustrations were available from job printers who
produced carriage trade catalogues and advertisements that, in many cases, were distributed
around the country and abroad.

A range of technical features are shown, from traditional wood and iron undercarriages to more
modern all-metal undercarriages that became popular during the 1890s. This technology variation
illuminates the flexibility available by purchasing sub-assemblies from assorted suppliers. From the
1890s period are also solid rubber tires and seemingly some pneumatic rubber tires, referred to on
the inside back cover as “cushion” tires. Another vestige of that period is a somewhat boxy style
for some vehicles, especially 2-seat 4-passenger Democrat wagons. Not shown are any wire
spoke “bicycle style” wheels that also became common at that time. It is not clear that any
carriages rest on his patented (1879) “cross spring” undercarriage, although a few may be. Nearly
all show standard elliptical springs and long semi-elliptical side spring suspensions. Several late
period drawings clearly show detailed multi-leaf side springs.

Another technical innovation of the 1890s was ball and roller bearings rather than simple greased
journals on axles. Around the turn of the century Lane offered axles having Timkin roller bearings.
Carriage axle journals were tapered to restrain both vehicle vertical weight and side loads from
turning corners and side-sloping roads. Henry Timkin was a St. Louis carriage maker who
converted this concept into a tapered roller bearing that ran more smoothly and lasted longer. (The
Timkin Bearing Co. still exists.)



The Nature & Composition of Amesbury Carriage Makers

6/7/2020

2



The Nature & Composition of Amesbury Carriage Makers

6/7/2020

3



The Nature & Composition of Amesbury Carriage Makers

6/7/2020

4



The Nature & Composition of Amesbury Carriage Makers

6/7/2020

5



The Nature & Composition of Amesbury Carriage Makers

6/7/2020

6



The Nature & Composition of Amesbury Carriage Makers

6/7/2020

7



The Nature & Composition of Amesbury Carriage Makers

6/7/2020

8



The Nature & Composition of Amesbury Carriage Makers

6/7/2020

9



The Nature & Composition of Amesbury Carriage Makers

6/7/2020

10



The Nature & Composition of Amesbury Carriage Makers

6/7/2020

11



The Nature & Composition of Amesbury Carriage Makers

6/7/2020

12



The Nature & Composition of Amesbury Carriage Makers

6/7/2020

13



The Nature & Composition of Amesbury Carriage Makers

6/7/2020

14



The Nature & Composition of Amesbury Carriage Makers

6/7/2020

15



The Nature & Composition of Amesbury Carriage Makers

6/7/2020

16



The Nature & Composition of Amesbury Carriage Makers

6/7/2020

17



The Nature & Composition of Amesbury Carriage Makers

6/7/2020

18



The Nature & Composition of Amesbury Carriage Makers

6/7/2020

19



The Nature & Composition of Amesbury Carriage Makers

6/7/2020

20



The Nature & Composition of Amesbury Carriage Makers

6/7/2020

21



The Nature & Composition of Amesbury Carriage Makers

6/7/2020

22



The Nature & Composition of Amesbury Carriage Makers

6/7/2020

23



The Nature & Composition of Amesbury Carriage Makers

6/7/2020

24



The Nature & Composition of Amesbury Carriage Makers

6/7/2020

25



The Nature & Composition of Amesbury Carriage Makers

6/7/2020

26



The Nature & Composition of Amesbury Carriage Makers

6/7/2020

27



The Nature & Composition of Amesbury Carriage Makers

6/7/2020

28



The Nature & Composition of Amesbury Carriage Makers

6/7/2020

29


